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CCORDING TO §T.
PHILIP'S ARCHIVIST
Cecilia Hunter, "The men
invalved with the project joslir .
fael a vislon. Architect Josias

Joesler and developers il
and Helen Murphey were
bullding Catalina Foothills
Estates, and they decided
that the church should be =
rghtan the core.” L

Thee Murpheys thought about the project forabout iwo
decades. And for inspitation; they drew on their many
trips to Mexico, where each lile village by prcally hael
clhureh that was the center of the life of the citizenry

laesler was borm in Zurleh to a father who was also
an architect, and he'd spent years in Spain, North Africa,
Cube and Mexico, He was heavily influenced by the styles
of buileling he'd seen in arid lands, and in the Murpheys,
e found i clumpion for his distinetive style

The other piece of the puzzle dropped Into plice

LLOOR.FLAN $LLEVATICN. seawe Va'eite!

when George Ferguson — the future rector of St Philip's

_and his wife May came 1o town 1o visit lier sonat the
University of Arizona. They Hked Tueson and fora while
staved inasuite at the Pioneer Hotel, Ferguson lainded a
position preaching at Grace St Paul's Episcopal Chureh,
The Murpheys became acquainted with him there, andd
regarded him as the perfect person to be the spiritual
sheplerd ar the scon-to-le-l il Se. Philip's

By all accounts, the Murpheys sere hands-on uiililesrs. ;
“Heden and John Murphey physically worked il construct- ABEnE st E S1. Phili
ing the church,” Hunter relates, “They went inlo Mexico srleil
and brougl back the pews and
other pheces, The popular legend

sboutthe huge fontdoorsisthat T HE 12-FOOT ARCHED WINDOW IN THE SANCTUARY

Helen Murphey had them Fyile
in Mexio .:mI l'-rm||.}|11 them up Ti—!ﬂT OPENS ON _rHF MDUN.I"!&&INS 15 SOMFTHiNG THJ"\T

heere and decided tiat they didn't

ook old encugh. S0 she j,':-u i RFALLY SETS OFI" ST. PI_IILIP.S AR.C-I_“TECTL]RALLY, TO B'F
hammer and started bealing ey SpECIAL AMONG CHURCHES.” — jorn Bremonn

them up, and shot them with o
shitaun so they'd look old " =

1936 1936 MAY 1,1936 DEC. 16,1936 FEB. 5,1939

Helen and John Murphay, The Murpheys selected architect  Rev. Georgie Ferguson to b the Rev, George Ferguson, rector, Bishop Waiter Mitcholl welc

developers, deslgned Cataling Josias Joestarto bulld the Church  priest ot the new, tantatively invited Dr. H.B. Leanard, Leo B, St. Philip's as a parish with Bos
Foothills Estates as a Mexlcan I & Spanksh Mission Colonial named, 5t. Phillp's Eplscopal Kelth, Carl Gustafson and Walter  of Directors, now Vestrymen, :
piaza with a central Church and Revival style. Chureh. Roadiger to meat to discuss George Ferguson, Rector,

usinesses. plans for the church.

OCT. 15,1939
DEC. 24' 1936 Women's Ausiliary to 55 Frilg
First service held at St Phillp's was formd,

In Thia Hills Protestant Eplscopal
Churchwith 235 peoplecrowded  J AN, 1940

naspace to seat 138, 151 communicants, 13,40

y oM n o ‘.t iEI‘f | " ; church attendance, and 258
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church services, First expansion
sdded nooms for Sunday school,
fiector's office &nd Vestry room.
Meditation room had an altar,
froad e chapel wing and patio
with fishpond complated,

MAY 20,1942

St Phillp's held servicesin
private homes and Blenman
School, becouse gasoline ration-
g made It difficult to get to
(Charch, Eventually Vestry tried
fabubld a church In that area for
local residents,

JAN. 16,1945

Helen and John Murphey give six
acres of land around the Church
and canceled church indebted-
naas to them for construction of
St Philip’s.

NOV. 30,1947

Chapel of the Nativity transept
to seat additional 150 people,
with an arcade porch and patlo
constructed and dedicated, and
maw organ installed,

www tuosonlilestye.com

JAN. 11,1948

Churchorgan enlarged by 600
pipas and additional stops as
memaorial to all who ware bap-
tized, married or burfed at St
Philip's.

MAY, 1948

John Mumhey lent barmcks
used during WWII to church for
classrooms and youth activities,
By 1951 he made this a donation
and added an auditoram and

classrooms. One barrack was
called La Casita and usad as first
homa of the Sexton.

DEC. 11,1950

Joesler presented Master Plan
for additions that were made
the fallowlng year, for expansion
of Church, ndded classrooms,
Ineluding klndergarten, assam-
iy hall and bell lower, memaorial
clotster, Including a chapel, and
living quartars for Sextons.

DEC. 8,1952

Rush Kress began donations to
tha Church of money and art.

JAN. 12,1953

S8 Philtp's bullt s chapel and
namad It 5t. Michael's and All
Angels on pastside of Tucson,
Rev. Clinton Fowler named Vigar,

DEC., 1957

To celebrate the 26th anniversary
of 5t Phillp's, the Church was

‘50N LIFESTYLE | FERRUARY 2011 76




k.| |'|'|||||1'- clicl iryclecd ook older
thiair fts vesers, as i had existecd in
thie landsciape since the divs when
Tucson isell was a slecpy village
I'he pector and butlder ceraiily
resptecd i with the respect o venon
ke fstituthon cleservedd. = Ferguson
worked for several years with
oul pay. He and John Murphey
entered into an agreement tha
Jowesler would design the church
el Murphey we swled cher it af cost
bt ultimately fve yvears after the
chureh weas built, Murphey even
forve thes cost, Ancd it wasn't until
the early 19408 that they fnally
convinced Ferguson that he had
to take some pay. But then he
||||1'.|.'-.|_|_||'-|,|'.|.|,'i and LRl (gl I"!'I-||I'='
chureh

Ower the veirs, as the commu
nity grew, the chiurch grew, w ith
recent mujor additions tking e
i the mid- 18s0s, and in 1588 Cne

of the bigrest additions i ermms of s spesctig ular

impact — can't be seen from the street, "Rush Kress the

|'I|'I||.|'|'I”I1'||"|"\-| W |.|| wers hedr 1o the Hve-and e loe

e — was i personil friend of Miy Ferguson,” notes

Flunter, “They grew ups together. When the Fergusons

moved o Tueson, the Kresses came to visit ancd lived

here fora while, He gave oot of anwork to the church

becuuse of that relationship,” e

i i ] - ’ E -
TOP Row, Georfe Fargusoan

S Philip's archival photo

ABOVE Jahn Murphey

EFhoto Courtasy

Historipal S0

*

papanded by moving the altar
back 50 feet and constructing a
Baplistary. East of the chance
ATEA Was an equipment reom,
ocolyte alley, a sacristy, bride's
room and arcade porch o com-
pleta upper clolstensd patio.

JAN., 1959

Woman's Ausiliary ndopted a
new constitution, changing name
to Tha Women of St Philip's. They
oparated the Little Shop and
started an Arts & Crafts Gulld,

ofthe Arlrana

i TSRO

JAN., 1961

Jahn Murphey donated the park
on the cormer of River Road and
North Camphbiell Avenue, bo b
kenown as St Phillp's Plaza. A pre-
sehool and nursary bullding were
baslit in what ks now Teen Center,

OCT., 1962

SL Philip’s recelved first of Krass
Foundationart works.

MAY, 1964

Mibdred Fowler donated new
altar frontal dedicated Lo
the memary of har husband,
Raymaond Fowier,

AUG. 31,1964

Model of new, proposed Chapel
of Christ the King on Ina Road,
presented by church architect
Gordon Luephe. S5t Phillp’s bullt
the Chapal,

1965

Princess Margaret of England
visited St Phillp's.

MAY 26,1968

Articles of Incorporation werk
revised and Church name was
changad to St Phillp's In The
Hilks Episcopal Church.

SEPT. 1968

Rev. George F, Ferguson died
[ Mew Mexfoo, Rey. William E

Perry, senior Presbyter of the
Parish, confimied as “Priestin
Charge.”

MAY 1,1969

Arizona Bishop Warte received
Rev, Joseph T. Hetstand from
Virginin Diocese, as Rector.

JUNE 10,1969

Fev, Bob Vanca chalred comimit-
tee to create a new Sabino Canyon
chapal to be namad 5t Alban's,
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‘WE WERE THEREON THAT
SUNDAY IN 1965 WHEN
PRINCESS MARGARET AND
LORD SNOWDEN VISITED,
BUT WE DIDNTGO TO THE
SERVICE. MY HUSBAND AND
[HAD A PICTURE TAKEN OF
OUR FAMILY AT ST. PHILIP'S
FACH YEAR, ANDIT TURNED
OUT TO BE THE SUNDAY
THAT SHE WAS THERE, WE
WEREIN THE PATIO IN
FRONT OF THE CHURCH
WATCHING ALL THE COM-
INGS AND GOINGS OF THE
SHERIFFSCARS AND ALL THE
PEOPLE THAT ARE AROUND

A ROYAL FAMILY.

JAN., 1971

Parish now Includied 3500
peaple.

APRIL 30,1972

First 5. Phillp's Day Festival,
later called a Medieval Faire,
hodd, It Included an art show and
snle of items made by the Crafts
Guild of St. Philip's.

MARCH, 1973

Yostry recetved letter from Bishop

A VIO

Harte calling for Eplscopal
Church to sever itsalf from the
National Council of Chunches.

MAY 12,1974

John and Helen Mumphey given

a sibver tray [nsgribed with St.
Philip’s emblem; and a Cross in
the north patio was identified as
a memartal to the Mumphey's son,

SEPT., 1974

Thee Mak of Zorro staring
Ricardo Montadban, was filmaed

ot 5t Philip's and shown as the
ABC Movia of the Weak.

MAY 10,1976

Rector Rev, Joseph Helstand was
plected Bishop Co-Ad|utor of the
Diocesa of Arlgona, 50 search
commities named to seek a new
Rector for St Philip's,

JUNE 5, 1977

Rev. Roger Owen Douglas, of
Wilton, Connecticut, Installed as
Rector by Bishop Harte.

OCT., 1977

First Blessing of the Anlmals
service hald.

DEC., 1977

John Murphey died.

FEB. 16,1982

Warren Jones, Mary Rose

Duffield and Richard Underwood
askind to develop complete land-
scape plans for Church grownds,

APRIL 20,1982

In & compromise between the
Caunty Transportathon Director
and St Philip's it was ogreed
that River Road would only be
axpanded to four lanes and this
the Church would bose only 30
feat of the Plaza,

DEC. 19,1982

North garden in Church dedicat-
ed 1o honor Rey. Willlam Perry lor
25 years of service to 51 Philip's.

woww, Lesanlifestyle.enm
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Thes Kress collection is located in the Chapel of the
Nativity, "That is really o beautiful Hitthe chapel,” Hunter
adds, “The collection that's in there — the hishop's
chiair, the altar hangings, the anwork on the walls — is
all snedieval 10 really, really oldd, aod just Beaatiful

Krizas also donated pant of his fmily's collection mo
the University of Arizonn Museum of A and dogens of
ther museuns, but St Philip's may be the only church
in the country with Kress collection nuiteriils, “We just
resilly lucked out,” says Hunte

The Old Puebilo lucked out, toe, with a Facllivy thit
s not only one of the Lingest Episcopul churches in the
countey, iUs regulary visived by people from all over
the community for events ranging irom concerts o
an art fair. It also played 4 major role in how the ¢ty
sk tocay, =1 think Joesler set the architecunl style
Hunter, 3 Tucson nativie says, “When Dwias groswing ups
ihe deminant architecmoml style that 1 eecall wias Arizoni
territorial. Then St Philip's was built, and Joesler and
Murphey built Broadway Village. You [eman to e i
lot of Spanish Colonial style, Now as you drive arour ikl
Fueson, you see more of that than territoril.” T

scenas through the years

Plaza Fountain dedicated to the
memary of Dorathy Cooper,

JAN., 1986

H0th Annlversary celebrated with
public presentations, parties, art
xhibit, time capsule, o parish
history, concerts, expanding

the bullding and a new argan in
choirloft.

MARCH, 1986

Rev, Rebecca Holmes became S

Philip's 1st female priest.

DEC., 1990

First Annual “A Women's Festival
of Lights: Lessans and Carols for
Advent,” hostad by the Eplscopal
Church Wamen.

APRIL, 1993

51 Phillp's after 23 years as
Ractor.

SEPT., 2001

Riwv. John Kitagawa welcomead as
niw Rector,

SEPT. 13,2001

2002

Against vigorous opposition,
Pima County widened River
Road, St Philip's lost 15 feet ol
River Road frontage but gained a
new wall, a handicap accessible
aren between the church and the
plaza, o wider interlor driveway,

S Fhilip's archiva |l!|.-|ll':

JAN. 14,2007

Thia litsrairy, farmarly in La
Parroqula, moved to what
was the Vestry Room and off
clally named the Renouf-Nekst
Library,

SEPT., 2008

First Annunl Dutdoor Fine Art :
Shaw and Sale. L::: E;Lﬂr}:ﬂ;ﬂ?;ﬁl;lﬁj:;:znﬂ:n;t: and b new entrances, New “After School Musicand
e Homework™ Program startid |
M KRCH . 20{]1 After School Arts Enrichment pro- APRIL, 20‘05 students In nearby schuols.
Rev. Roger Douglas retired from gram forneighborhood children. gy piyiyj'e added to the National
! Register of Histore Places.
— — = —— S—
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ST. PHILIP'S:

e W@a{f/fwy CHblizone

SINCE OPENING ITS DOORS IN 1936,ST. PHILIP'S
IN THE HILLS EPISCOPAL CHURCH HAS
BEEN THESITE FOR. MANY WEDDINGS. HERE
ARE SOMEOF THEHAPPY COUPLES WHO
HAVE TAKEN A WALK DOWN THE AISLE,

CLARKE DUNCAN AND SHIRLEY GROUNDS — 1951

PAULETTE SUKEY ARND JOHN BREMONMD — 1969

Photo by Roy Manley

i u

GEORGENE WATRING AND DAVID FOUST — 1963

Photo by Jlack Shaaffar
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ST. PHILIP'S: g:’* (/’( %’rﬁﬁ-}{y (r"f"?g//ﬁz-m

MICHAEL HORNISHER AND MARY [ORDAN — 1972

YO TUCSON LIFESTYLE | FERRUARY 2011

LAURA FISHER AND PETER MOSIER 1982
Fhoto by John Ritter

BaRBARA HALL AND HANK PECK 1983

Ciky s ™ e
Photo by Chils Mooney

W tupmson i lesty]e. ot




ST. PHILIP'S: (e 7’(.%}%@({7 CHAorn

[YNKNE DENIZ AND |EFF CHRISENBERRY — 1993 MICHAEL ARRIAGA AND KRISTIN BREMOMND — 2007

Photo by Hesart to Heast Photograpy Fhoto by Eric Hinote

Juby ANN LINNANE AND CHRIS WESTIN — 1994 MInA BELL ALLEN AMD JOHN LANGLEY — 2008
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